. Nonetheless, the growth rate of Despite a paucity of endogenous MMPs, the replicative the MT1-MMP-transfectants remains robust in MMP-2-response of MDCK stable clones is not enhanced under depleted media ( Figure 2C ). Further, the ability of MMP-2 2D or 3D growth conditions by overexpressing the seor MMP-13 to augment MT1-MMP-dependent growth creted MMPs, MMP-1 (collagenase-1), MMP-13 (collagenin cis or trans was also examined by culturing MT1-ase-3), or MMP-2 (gelatinase A) ( Figure 1B) . Similarly, sta-MMP transfectants with MDCK clones overexpressing ble transfectants overexpressing MMP-3 (stromelysin-1), either MMP-2 or MMP-13. In these coculture experi-MMP-7 (matrilysin), MMP-9 (gelatinase B), or MMP-11 ments, neither the size nor the morphology of the 3D (stromelysin-3) proliferate at normal rates under 2D condispheroids generated by the MT1-MMP transfectants is tions (100% Ϯ 5%, 98% Ϯ 2%, 88% Ϯ 3%, and 94% Ϯ altered in the presence of the MMP-2 or MMP-13 overex-5% of control transfected cells, respectively) or 3D conpressing clones ( Figure 2D ). Taken together, these data ditions (96% Ϯ 12%, 107% Ϯ 19%, 112% Ϯ 21%, or imply that MT1-MMP regulates 3D growth directly. 111% Ϯ 25% of control transfected cells, respectively; n ϭ 3). (Figure 5B) . Further, when suspended in r/r collagen, Panc-1 similar to those displayed by control transfected cells 
